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Gays and Lesbians Opposing Violence (GLOV) appreciates your focus on the problem of 

hate crimes in our country and your work for the safety and security of all Americans.  

GLOV is a local Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) community 

organization in Washington, D.C., with a mission to reduce violence against LGBT  

individuals (and those perceived as LGBT ) through community outreach, education, and 

monitoring cases to ensure that the rights and dignity of LGBT victims are respected and 

protected. GLOV also seeks to assist victims of anti-LGBT violence by advocating on 

their behalf, encouraging reporting, and providing a community of support. 

 

GLOV wants to take this opportunity to put into context what is happening in the streets 

of our nation’s capital. First, we’ll recount a recent incident of violence in Washington, 

D.C., and then provide you with the increasing statistics of anti-LGBT violence in our 

city.  Everyone should know – these numbers, these statistics – every single number is a 

person.  Every number is a brother, a sister, a son, a daughter.  This is just one of those 

experiences. 

 

On a Monday evening in March in the Northwest quadrant of Washington, less than a ten 

minute drive from the White House, a 29 year-old gay man was brutally assaulted in two 

related incidents after getting out of a cab. 

 

The first attack came from behind by surprise as a number of assailants grabbed him and 

pulled him backward, hitting him repeatedly.  The victim was dragged down the sidewalk 

by his feet while he clawed at the ground trying to escape.  Witnesses and the victim 

stated that anti-gay slurs were part of the attack. 
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As the first attack ended, the victim called his partner, who was at home a block away, to 

seek help.  While on the phone, the victim was assaulted again and robbed.  He was 

jerked around by his briefcase which they wrapped around his neck twice.  He and the 

cell phone were thrown to the ground.  As his partner listened, the victim was robbed of 

all of his belongings.  One of the attackers then kicked the victim in the face at least 

twice.  The victim felt lost, and while calling his partner – he could only think that death 

was imminent.  Moments later the cell phone was picked up by one of the assailants, 

turned off, and stolen. 

 

The victim spent 4 days in the ICU at George Washington University Hospital.  His jaw 

was shattered in two places.  After two surgeries, he now has permanent titanium plates 

holding his lower jaw together.  In addition, his jaw was wired shut for over a month. 

 

Unfortunately, these attacks against Washington’s LGBT community such are all too 

common.   

 

From a historical perspective, hate crimes in Washington have become worse.  Take 

2009, for instance.  Out of all crimes reporting nationally, 18.5 percent were attributed to 

anti-LGBT violence.
1
   

 

In Washington, a full 85 percent of hate crimes were anti-LGBT violence.
2
  This is a 

horrifying statistic in our nation’s capital.  When we discuss this fact, a point often 

brought up is that D.C. has a high per capita LGBT population.  Compare Washington’s 

2009 numbers with those of San Francisco – the highest per capita LGBT population in 

the country.  While San Francisco experienced a 32 percent share of anti-LGBT violence, 

D.C. experienced 85 percent.
3
 

 

And since 2009, the problem has not only persisted, but become worse. 

 

Anti-LGBT violence has only increased over time, and 2011 saw the highest number of 

hate crimes since we’ve been tracking them.  Between 2005 and 2011, anti-LGBT 

violence increased by 86 percent.
4
 And not only that, hate crimes across all categories 

were the highest, ever.  Between 2009 and 2011, hate crimes across all categories more 

than doubled.
5
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So, that brings us to today.  Compared to June last year, anti-LGBT violence is up 67 

percent.
6
  Washington remains the city with the highest rate of anti-LGBT violence in the 

nation, and the problem is only becoming worse. 

 

Also, it’s important to point out that the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs 

(NCAVP) reports that communities most disproportionately impacted by hate violence 

are gay people, people of color, immigrants, transgender people, youth, and young 

adults.
7
 This is also evident in Washington. For example, the transgender community in 

DC is more susceptible to murder. Based on numbers kept by the Transgender Day of 

Remembrance Project, D.C. has more murder of transgender people in the last decade 

than any other city in the United States.
8
 

 

In light of our concerns, GLOV stands in unity with the NCAVP and other LGBT 

community organizations across the country to urge policymakers to take crucial 

measures to end the root cause of anti-LGBT violence and discrimination. These include 

enacting non-discrimination legislation that provides protections for the LGBT 

community.
9
 Also, political leaders and public figures need to promote safety for the 

community by denouncing anti-LGBT statements, policies and programs.
10

 Lastly, it’s 

integral for victims to have access to resources. GLOV urges policymakers to remove 

barriers to governmental assistance for underrepresented communities.
11

 The increasing 

numbers of hate crimes against the LGBT community in our nation’s capital can only be 

reduced with the strong partnership of the federal and local government, police 

department and community.  
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